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From 28 March to April 1, 2022, IRSEM is organizing the first edition of its Paris Defence Young Leaders 

program in the context of the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union. The Institute will 

host twelve European promising figures in the field of defence and security, selected with the help of the 

embassies. The Young Leaders program aims to create a network of young personalities, to build 

awareness of the French vision of defence issues, to encourage dialogue between representatives of various 

countries and institutions on these subjects and to establish a "promotional" spirit conducive to exchanges. 

The unifying theme of this edition is anticipation and preparation of the future.  

 

After a welcome breakfast and the presentation of the program, the Young Leaders will attend speeches by 

Major General Eric Autellet on the theme "Strategic issues for France and Europe - a military perspective". 

 

In a second phase, the Young Leaders will participate in a round table discussion on the new strategic 

challenges and the preparation of the future within the Defence Innovation Agency (DIA). The speakers will 

be Colonel David Pappalardo (DGRIS), Captain Géraud Cazenave (EMA-ESMG), Tsiporah Fried (EMA-

ESMG) and Colonel Yves Lévêque (DGA-AID).  

 

The second day of the program will start with a round table discussion on the feedback from the Covid-19 

pandemic and resilience for the Armed Forces and will be moderated by Colonel Francis Frank (CICDE), 

Captain Eric d'Artorg and Victor Bernaud. This sequence will be followed by a discussion on the theme of 

"Foresight of air and space conflict" with Captain Ivan Sand, Jean-Christophe Noel and Lieutenant-Colonel 

Raphaël Briant. 

 

The Young Leaders will then take part in a round table discussion on climate, defence and security issues 

with Adrien Estève (IRSEM), Tom Haristias (DGRIS), Colonel Philippe Le Carff (EMA) and Julia Tasse (IRIS). 

They will also visit the Hôtel des Invalides and the Army Museum. 

The twelve participants will go to Ariane Group (Les Mureaux) to discover their civil and military activities 

and visit the Ariane V / VI assembly sites. They will then join the SGDSN for a round table discussion with 

General Vincent Cousin, Prefect Nicolas de Maistre, General Wallaert and Jean-Hugues Simon Michel, on 

the themes of "Resilience plan, governance of hybrid threats, PPST and Viginum". 

 

The Young Leaders will also visit the 123 Orléans-Bricy air base where they will be presented the functioning 

of the base and the present and future air logistics, as well as an A400M aircraft, in the company of CESA 

officers. 

The last day will start with a round table discussion at the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs, during 

which Manuel Lafont-Rapnouil, Director of CAPS, as well as representatives of the European Union 

Directorate and the Strategic and Security Affairs Directorate will speak.  

The Young Leaders will then have a meeting with the Minister of the Armed Forces, Florence Parly, at the 

Hôtel de Brienne. 
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Finally, they will take part in a serious game with representatives of the EU Institute for Security Studies, 

the Jeunes de l’IHEDN and the DGRIS, based on a fictitious scenario fed by the analyses of IRSEM 

researchers.  

This first promotion is focused on Europe but the program is intended, in subsequent years, to welcome 

promising figures from all over the world and to allow them to exchange with the best specialists in defence 

issues and practitioners.  

 

Participants 

 

Dr. Tamas Peter BARANYI (35), Hungarian, is Deputy Director for Strategy at the Institute for Foreign 

Affairs and Trade since 2020. He was previously Head of Research at the Antall Jozsef Knowledge Center 

and Head of Research at the House of Terror Museum. His field of research covers the history of the United 

States during the Cold War, transatlantic relations, and contemporary strategic issues, particularly in the 

Asia-Pacific. He holds a PhD in modern and contemporary world history from Eötvös Lorand University and 

holds a MA in American Studies and a MA in History from Eôtvös Lorand University. He speaks Hungarian, 

English, Spanish, Turkish and French. Address: tamas.baranyi@ifat.hu 

 

Mr. Zebulon CARLANDER (26), Swedish, is responsible for the security policy programme of the non-

governmental organisation Folk och Försvar ("Society and Defence"). He is also a reserve rifle squadron 

leader in the Swedish Armed Forces. Zebulon Carlander has been a future NATO fellow, vice-president of 

the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association and a member of the Stockholm Free World Forum, a Swedish think 

tank working in the field of foreign policy. He holds degrees in political science from Linköping University 

and Stockholm University and is currently studying military history at the Swedish Defence University. His 

research interests include Swedish national security issues, transatlantic relations, artificial intelligence and 

cyber defence, all of which are covered in his latest book Vägval (Choices). Zebulon Carlander speaks 

Swedish and English. Address: zebulon.carlander@folkochforsvar.se 

 

Ms. Célia Marie CHAUSSE (31), Austrian, is Deputy Head of the Investments Screening Department at the 

Federal Ministry for Digital and Economic Affairs, where since 2018 she has held several positions in the 

field of investment screening and arms exports control in particular. A law graduate from the University of 

Vienna, she speaks German, French and English. Address: celia.chausse@gmail.com 

 

Ms. Liina LUMISTE (28), Estonian, is a legal advisor for the Estonian government. She was a researcher in 

international law at the NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence (CCDCOE) and is a lecturer 

at the University of Tartu. She holds a MA in Criminal Liability of Legal Entities in Customary International 

Law and is currently in the doctoral program at the University of Tartu. Her thesis will focus on Russian and 

Chinese approaches to international law and cyber operations. Liina Lumiste is also involved in a research 

project at the University of Tartu on Russia and the consolidation of regional international law in Eurasia. 

She speaks Estonian and English. Address: liina.lumiste@ccdcoe.org 

 

Dr. Roberta MULAS (36), Italian, is Analyst in international security affairs at the Office for Diplomatic 

Affairs, Presidency of the Italian Republic. Her field of expertise covers disarmament, non-proliferation 

issues, and international relations in the Middle East. She is also a lecturer at the International University of 

Social Studies (LUISS Guido Carli). Roberta holds a PhD in Political and International Studies from the 
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University of Warwick and a MA in International Relations from the University of Bologna. She speaks 

Italian, English, German, Spanish and French. Address: robertamulas@ymail.com 

Dr. Kristina PRISMANTAITE (36), Lithuanian, is Director of the Center for Defense Analysis and Associate 

Professor at the Lithuanian Military Academy since 2020. Previously she was Lecturer in International 

Relations and Cyber Studies at the Baltic Defense College. Her area of expertise covers cyberdefence and 

European foreign and security policy. She holds a PhD in Politics from the University of Manchester and a 

MA in Diplomacy and International Relations from Vytautas Magnus University. She speaks Lithuanian, 

English, Spanish, Russian and Polish. Address: kristina.prismantaite@lka.lt 

Dr. Jacek Marcin RAUBO (36), Polish, is Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Political Science of the 

University of Poznan. He regularly contributes to the military and geopolitical news and analysis portal 

Defense24.com. His field of research covers defense and international security issues, particularly in 

Europe, the Middle East and East Africa, as well as security issues related to new technologies. He holds a 

PhD in political science from the University of Poznan and a MA in international relations from the same 

university. He speaks Polish and English. Address: j.raubo@defence24.pl 

Dr. Frank SAUER (41), German, is Senior Research Fellow at the University of the Bundeswehr and Head of 

Research at the METIS Institute for Strategy and Foresight. His research area covers nuclear deterrence, 

terrorism, cybersecurity, and military applications of emerging technologies. He is notably a member of the 

International Committee for Robot Arms Control (ICRAC) and the International Panel on the Regulation of 

Autonomous Weapons (iPRAW). He holds a PhD in political science from the Goethe University in 

Frankfurt. He speaks German and English. Address: frank.sauer@unibw.de 

Dr. Pedro SEABRA (34), Portuguese, is a post-doctoral Research Fellow at the Center for International 

Studies of the University Institute of Lisbon (CEI-IUL). He is also Research Fellow at the Institute of National 

Defense. His work focuses in particular on the regional dynamics in the South Atlantic and capacity building 

in West Africa. He holds a PhD in political science from the University of Lisbon and a MA in political science 

and international relations from the Faculty of Social Sciences NOVA. He speaks Portuguese and English. 

Address: pedro.seabra@defesa.pt 

Ms. Marta SUMMERS (30), Spanish, is a lecturer at the Francisco de Vitoria University (Madrid) and 

coordinator of the International Observatory for Studies on Terrorism (OIET), specializing in jihadist 

activities in the Maghreb and the Western Sahel. She was an intelligence analyst at Prosegur Group and 

EULEN Security. Marta graduated from the Autonomous University of Madrid in Intelligence Analysis, and 

from the Spanish Center for High National Defense Studies. She is currently pursuing a MA in Analysis and 

Prevention of Terrorism at the Rey Juan Carlos University. Marta speaks Spanish, English and 

French. Address: marta.summers@ufv.es 

Ms. Jeta TELA-SHEMA (38), Kosovar, is Chief of Staff and Senior Political Advisor to the Minister of 

Internal Affairs of Kosovo. She is also a consultant for the Council of Europe in management, rehabilitation, 

and reintegration of prisoners in the Western Balkans. Jeta Tela-Shema was an expert on an OSCE mission 

for local governance in Kosovo and a UNDP Prevention of Violent Extremism Coordinator for the Kosovo 

Safety and Security Project (KSSP). She holds a bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University of 

Pristina. Her area of expertise covers the fight against arms trafficking, prevention of violent extremism and 
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post-conflict reconstruction issues. She speaks Albanian, English and Serbian. Address: jeta.tela@rks-

gov.net 

 

Ms. Olesya VARTANYAN (34), Georgian, is Senior Analyst at the International Crisis Group since 2016. Her 

area of expertise covers political and security issues in the South Caucasus and the frozen conflicts in the 

region. Previously, she was a regional correspondent for the New York Times for six years and a reporter for 

Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty for five years. She holds a MA in international conflict studies from King's 

College London. She speaks Georgian, Russian and English. Address: ovartanyan@crisisgroup.org 
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